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RTL LANGUAGES

ENGLISH

Please note that | do not understand any of the scripts below. The texts are borrowed from News websites, and | have used words and bits of
.phrases just to demonstrate the program
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Bidirectional text

Text alignment, unless specified, is neutral and therefore dictated by the 'direction' of the paragraph.

Ttext is analysed at the end of every block element (div, p, td). If the text contains RTL characters, those characters and words are reversed
according to the Unicode BiDirectional algorithm e.g.

Bl g lags Idis) with some english in the middle gz "s30i" agaldl agad) ol

To set the 'directionality’ of the whole document e.g. to reverse default alignment, tables, lists etc. you can set the dir attribute or the direction
CSS property on the HTML or BODY tag to rtl' e.g.

<body style="direction: rtl">
<body dir="rtl">

or you can use $mpdf->SetDirectionality('rtl');

The document now has a baseline direction; this determines the:
- text-alignment in blocks for which text-align has not been specifically set
- layout of mirrored page-margins, columns, ToC and Indexes, headers and footers
- base direction can be set by any of:
- $mpdf->SetDirectionality('rtl');
- <html dir="rtl" or style="direction: rtl;">
- <body dir="rtl" or style="direction: rtl;">
Base direction is an inherited CSS property, so will affect all content, unless...
- direction can be set for all HTML block elements e.g.
<DIV><P><TABLE><TD><UL><LI> etc using
- CSS property < style="direction: rtl;">
NOTE
- block/table margins/paddings are NOT reversed by direction
NB mPDF <5.1 reversed the margins/paddings for blocks when RTL set.
- language (either CSS "lang", using Autofont, or through initial set-up e.g. $mpdf = new mPDF('ar') )
no longer affects direction in any way.
- config_cp.php has been changed as a result; any values of "dir" set here are now ineffective
- default text-align is now as per CSS spec: "a nameless value which is dependent on direction”
NB default text-align removed from default stylesheet in config.php
- once text-align is specified, it is respected and inherited
NB mPDF <5.1 reversed the text-align property for all blocks when RTL set.
- the configurable value is depracated, as it is no longer required
- the algorithm for handling bidirectioal text was substantially re-written/improved in mPDF v 6.0
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Tables

:Tables are automatically transposed when the direction is rtl
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Lists

:(Lists will automatically reverse as well (note the use of list-style to set numbering

oustsod g )
gdspld Y
[SEICETEI ST IS ST JTEI I ST JUET I ST JULETEY ST e
e s 0
spdl ol g m
dsseld 580 =

lediz s sdsldl o Glugdd ¥
J‘Jﬁdd C)(U‘ s.\I&U K3

stsod!

v 2025-12-08




HOooooo0 oad

PAsHTO (PS)

sl 5 s pscile s 0ad 0D ad 30 s SpdIE 50 5SS JeaS 5 JlS s
528 U s L us

2085 (S0l o UEBILE BF Gk sCusast O eI esg S Glg o
Sspss s dag s S o) Gosle g 3 5 @ s oy e sldiz
rd

SYymBoOLS

INMzt=Veo e "§<><2 1/ FHRO
BIAEZHOIKAMNZOTMPEITYOXWQ

aBydeCNOIKAPVEOTTPGOTUPX YW
S8R0 |1

DINGBATS

VR <>§

WIN-1252

Ftpee.. 8RO, <>—""°++xV4Y5% f %o MBOEE

adaaaazeceéédiiiionoddogoesuudiypy

Bidirectional text

Text alignment, unless specified, is neutral and therefore dictated by
the 'direction’ of the paragraph.

Ttext is analysed at the end of every block element (div, p, td). If the
text contains RTL characters, those characters and words are
reversed according to the Unicode BiDirectional algorithm e.g.

<Ids) with some english in the middle Uz "0k agald) Ggad! Gl
5155 ) lagd

To set the 'directionality’ of the whole document e.g. to reverse default
alignment, tables, lists etc. you can set the dir attribute or the direction
CSS property on the HTML or BODY tag to 'rtl' e.g.

<body style="direction: rtl">
<body dir="rtl">

or you can use $mpdf->SetDirectionality('rtl');

The document now has a baseline direction; this
determines the:
- text-alignment in blocks for which text-align has not
been specifically set
- layout of mirrored page-margins, columns, ToC
and Indexes, headers and footers
- base direction can be set by any of:

- $mpdf->SetDirectionality('rtl');

- <html dir="rtl" or style="direction: rtl;">

- <body dir="rtl" or style="direction: rtl;">
Base direction is an inherited CSS property, so will
affect all content, unless...
- direction can be set for all HTML block elements
e.g.

<DIV><P><TABLE><TD><UL><LI|> etc using

- CSS property < style="direction: rtl;">
NOTE
- block/table margins/paddings are NOT reversed by
direction
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NB mPDF <5.1 reversed the margins/paddings
for blocks when RTL set.
- language (either CSS "lang", using Autofont, or
through initial set-up e.g. $mpdf = new mPDF(‘ar') )

no longer affects direction in any way.

- config_cp.php has been changed as a result;
any values of "dir" set here are now ineffective
- default text-align is now as per CSS spec: "a
nameless value which is dependent on direction”

NB default text-align removed from default

stylesheet in config.php
- once text-align is specified, it is respected and
inherited

NB mPDF <5.1 reversed the text-align property
for all blocks when RTL set.
- the configurable value is depracated, as it is no
longer required
- the algorithm for handling bidirectioal text was
substantially re-written/improved in mPDF v 6.0
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:Tables are automatically transposed when the direction is rtl
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Lists

Lists will automatically reverse as well (note the use of list-style to set
{(numbering
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